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330-952-0910
Main Street Medina and ROOT Candles Planning Bigger, Brighter
28th Medina Candlelight Walk, Holiday Parade of Lights, 
and Holiday Light up the Sky Fireworks!
(Medina, Ohio- October 24, 2012) – Thanks to a significant investment in holiday lighting by the City of Medina, the 28th Medina Candlelight Walk, sponsored by ROOT Candles and presented by Main Street Medina, will be bigger—and brighter—than ever! More than one mile of LED lighting with 30,000+ bulbs is being installed on historic buildings facing the venerable Square, highlighting the late 19th-century architecture and details for which Medina is famous. The three-day event will kick off on Friday, Nov. 16, with the district lighting, a holiday Parade of Lights culminating with fireworks on Saturday evening, and continue through Sunday, Nov. 18th. The majority of events are free and family-friendly. A full schedule of events will be available at www.mainstreetmedina.com in early November.

“Candlelight Walk weekend is such a magical time of the year, and the whole community looks forward to it,” shared volunteer event chairperson Prudence Aylsworth. “Last year was my first time coordinating the event, and I learned a lot about what this means for our town. The response from the stores, restaurants, sponsors and community members was outstanding. Truly, it’s the kick-off of the whole holiday season, and it’s become a tradition for many families and friends.”

On Friday, Nov. 16, the festivities start with the lighting of 1,350 luminaries throughout the district, thanks to the generous donation of luminary jugs by PlastiPak and candles by ROOT Candles, along with the able-bodied assistance of 40+ Boy Scout volunteers from Troop 501. As part of a city initiative to make Medina a holiday destination, the huge lighting ceremony of the community Christmas tree and gazebo will be followed by the grand unveiling of the lighting of the commercial district, when over 30,000 lights will transform the district into a seasonal wonderland. The Prince of Peace Church Choir will entertain with holiday musical favorites prior to the lighting ceremony, and a performance by Jazz Tan Laundry after the lighting. 

--more--
The holiday-themed fun continues on Saturday, Nov. 17, with activities and entertainment on the Square. Elegant Ice Creations will do a live ice-carving demonstration at 3:30 p.m. The Medina Presbyterian Church will present a live nativity on Saturday from 4 to 7 p.m. The Medina County Holiday Farmers Market will be held at ROOT Candles from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The beloved Holiday Parade of Lights kicks off at Medina High School at 5:30 p.m. and arrives on the Square by 6:15 p.m. That jolly old elf, Santa Claus, comes to town in the parade courtesy of Rosewood Carriage and will take up residence at Santa’s House on Broadway following the parade for photographs with children and families. Local photographer Cherish Derrig, with Photos to Cherish, will snap keepsake pictures of visits with Santa. Half of all proceeds will be donated to HMC Hospice of Medina County. New this year will be the addition of Holiday Light up the Sky—a fireworks show, presented on the top deck of the parking garage, and sponsored in part by RPM International and T&M Associates. The very popular Irish rock band, Mary’s Lane, will entertain the crowds following the parade and fireworks with a rousing performance in the gazebo of holiday music and other fun tunes.  Parking on the Square will be blocked for this day only, to ensure the safety of parade and firework attendees. There is ample, free parking throughout the district and behind most commercial buildings.

Sunday, Nov. 18, activities include live entertainment with holiday favorites including a Just Jazz brunch concert from noon to 1 p.m., carriage rides by Rosewood Carriages throughout the District, Santa’s Workshop for Kids at FirstMerit Bank, 39 Public Square, the HMC Hospice of Medina County Candlelight Ceremony, choral performances, the Medina County Holiday Farmers Market at ROOT Candles from noon to 7 p.m. and more old-fashioned holiday fun for the whole family. 
“Putting together an event of this magnitude just wouldn’t be possible without the very generous support of our sponsors and an incredible legion of volunteers,” stated Matt Wiederhold, executive director of Main Street Medina. “Many of the businesses in the Historic District and within the greater community pay several hundred to several thousand dollars each to help pay for the entertainment, the decorations, the advertising and the printing. The Candlelight Walk budget is just under $12,000, and that is paid by the generous owners of our small, locally owned businesses.”

-more-

As of October 23rd, those businesses sponsoring the event include Lead Sponsor ROOT Candles; Green Sponsors City of Medina, FirstMerit Bank, Thyme2, Trillium Creek Dermatology and Whitey’s Army Navy;  Red Sponsors Again & Again Consignment Boutique, All Fired Up, Cool Beans Café, HMC Hospice of Medina County, Medina County Farmers’s Market, Medina Dance Supply, One Lucky Dog Bakery, Ormandy’s Trains, Perfectly Charming, The Coffee Colony, The Kettle Kitchen, This-N-That Antiques, 4 Ladies & More, A Cupcake a Day, Eastwood Furniture, Jewelry by Jan Lee, LaPlaca Jewelers, Medina Auto Parts, Medina County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Medina Gem, Miss Molly’s Tea Room & Gift Shop, Smucker Insurance, Sportsworld Custom Apparel, Studio Knit, The Children’s Center of Medina County and Wichert Insurance.
 
Entry forms for the Holiday Parade of Lights are available on the Main Street Medina website. The parade is free for participation, but floats/cars/units must be covered in lights. 

For more information, please visit www.mainstreetmedina.com.

###

The mission of Main Street Medina is to lead the effort for preservation, economic sustainability and continued evolution of the Historic District as the heart of the community.
Main Street Medina is generously supported by the City of Medina, Root Candles, Community Design Committee, FirstMerit Bank, Greater Medina Chamber of Commerce, Medina Auto Parts, Miss Molly’s Tea Room & Gift Shop, Sandridge Food Corp., Washington Properties, Western Reserve Bank, Westfield Bank and Wichert Insurance.
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