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Medina Town Hall and Engine House Museum Will Open July 4th 
For Special Preview Event
Public is invited to tour museum before and after Independence Day Parade.

June 24, 2013 - Medina, Ohio - The City of Medina Archive Commission is pleased to announce that the long-planned Medina Town Hall and Engine House Museum will be open July 4th 2013 from 5-8 PM for a special preview event during the annual Fourth of July Parade. Housed on the first floor of the 1878 Engine House on Medina’s Historic Public Square, the Medina Town Hall and Engine House Museum will showcase the History, People, and Events that have transformed Medina over the years. A grand opening of the museum will be announced later this year once the full permanent exhibit is completed. 

Significant investments have been made to the interior of the historic fire engine bay to transform the space into a flexible exhibition gallery, which will house reproductions of historic photographs, historical materials relative to the founding, creation, and transformation of Medina, and several audio/visual displays. Within the past three years, new paint, upgraded electric service and historically appropriate lighting has been installed, and the museum is wired for a/v productions that can accommodate up to four monitors, as well as upgrades to the HVAC system to protect the collections. 

“Residents of Medina as a whole have immense pride in their city” said Archive Commissioner Paul A. Becks. “This Museum will belong to those Residents, and will give them a place to show friends, family, and visitors the unique history that has formed our city into the great place it is today. Anticipating our bicentennial in 2018, we’re pleased to be laying the groundwork of celebrating our unique history in Ohio, and our recognition nationally for historic preservation.”

The preview event will include a portion of the museum’s permanent exhibits, Exhibits on loan from various Medina partner organizations, an Antique Fire Engine, and showings of the 1945 film of Medina: “Hometown USA”, which showed Medina (then a town of just 4,500) as a model of small town life. 

-more-

The Town Hall and Engine House was the first building to be restored in the late 1960’s, following the seminal and eye-opening presentation, “Why Ugly? Why Not”? Beginning with the reconstruction and painting of this façade, surrounding business and building owners saw the potential in restoring the historic structures around the Town Square, leading it to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

###
The Medina Town Hall and Engine House Museum is a Not-for-Profit museum organized by the City of Medina Archive Commission and is dedicated to sharing the story of the City of Medina and the People that lived there.

For more information regarding the Medina Town Hall and Engine House Museum, please contact Roger Smalley, Archive Commission Chairperson : rogersmalley@zoominternet.net
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