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Main Street Medina Seeking Community and Business Financial Donations for Holiday Events and Fireworks
Medina, Ohio (September 4, 2013) Today, Main Street Medina is spreading the word that they need the community’s support. Specifically, the six-year old non-profit organization is actively seeking monetary donations and sponsorships to continue the Light up the Night Fireworks and the Medina Holiday Spectacular, which were both very successful in 2012.
“The holiday events and activities we were able to coordinate last year were incredible,” shared Matt Wiederhold, executive director of Main Street Medina. “This year, we want to expand the events listings, include as many Medina holiday happenings as possible, and make our city a must-see destination for residents and visitors. We have one of the most beautiful historic districts in the State, and we want to attract people here to shop at our great stores, and dine at our independent restaurants. Our biggest need right now is a major sponsor for the multi-week Holiday Spectacular. Advertising and marketing the district are a huge expense, but the best way to drive traffic to our City. If we could get a thousand dollars here, another thousand dollars there, we’d be in good shape.”

In 2012, Summa Health System was the major sponsor of the multi-week holiday events. While Summa is returning as a sponsor for 2013, they have had to cut back the level of financial support due to reorganization within the system. Last year was also the first for presenting fireworks during the holiday season, an initiative that attracted 10,000 people to the Square following the Holiday Parade of Lights. The lighting initiative and the subsequent 6 weekends of holiday events were honored by Heritage Ohio, Inc. as “Best Marketing Project” at their annual State Preservation Conference held in Columbus, Ohio in May of this year.
-more-

“People were just in awe and amazement at the energy and the excitement that filled the Square on that night last year,” commented Wiederhold. “So many people said that they felt like the lived in a Hallmark Movie. It was incredible, but again, it costs money to present these attractions.”

Businesses, companies, or individuals that make a financial donation to any of the holiday initiatives receive sponsor benefits that may include naming rights, logo placement, booths at district events, public recognition on many levels, and a tax deduction for a donation to a non-profit organization, when applicable.
“We’re lucky to have so many events and activities in our town that are free to attend. It seems that nearly every weekend over the summer, there was something free to do or enjoy in the Square. Unfortunately, our reality is that it takes funds to present the activities, to pay entertainers, to rent tables and chairs, to pay for trash duty help, to buy supplies and signage, and most of all, to advertise and market the events throughout Northeast Ohio and our region,” reflected Wiederhold. “We hope we can count on the community to come together and support the holiday initiatives and the fireworks so that we can build on our successes. With Castle Noel and the “Holly”wood Christmas Movieland Museum attraction opening this year, Medina will become a national destination for holiday attractions. It’s a huge opportunity to really build up the community and let the rest of the country know what we have right here.

For more information on how to give support, please call Main Street Medina at 330-952-0910, or visit www.mainstreetmedina.com for more information and to make a donation.


###

The mission of Main Street Medina is to lead the effort for preservation, economic sustainability, and continued evolution of the Historic District as the heart of the community.
Main Street Medina is generously supported by the City of Medina, A.I. Root Company, Community Design Committee, FirstMerit Bank, Greater Medina Chamber of Commerce, Medina Auto Parts, Miss Molly’s Tea Room & Gift Shop, Sandridge Food Corp., Washington Properties, Westfield Bank, Wichert Insurance, and World Truck Towing 
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